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East Dorset residents fear 900 green belt homes

10:00am Monday 12th July 2010

By Harriet Marsh 

FOUR years after hundreds of residents opposed 900 new homes in West Parley’s greenbelt, campaigners fear they are back on the table. 

It is thought East Dorset District Council, much criticised for its lack of affordable housing, is earmarking the area between Parley Cross and New Road for 600 properties, with more allocated to Dudsbury Heights and Holmwood Park, in Ferndown. 

Community groups say although regional spatial strategies, which recommended creating 2,400 new homes between Corfe Mullen, Wimborne and Parley, are set to be scrapped by the new government, the council is still using this as a guideline. 

They are worried that after commissioning detailed ‘master-site’ plans for a six-figure sum last September, the council is changing its anti-urban extension stance. 

Mid Dorset and North Poole MP Annette Brooke told the Daily Echo: “I hope in this new era of openness and honesty we will see councils working with local communities early in the process. 

“It appears the district council is drawing up a planning framework, but it’s all being kept confidential, with the view that everybody is going to object. 

“But I think the community accepts the need for affordable housing in the area, and it’s a pity they’re not consulted sooner. 

“Later on it can seem a bit top-down and imposed.” 

Richard Heaslip, of West Parley Residents Association, said the MP was “spot on”, adding: “It seems regrettable that while the government is urging councils to involve the public more fully in local planning, the Conservative-led district council is keeping the planning up its sleeve and ignoring our wishes to be involved. 

“It’s got a public stance of saying its against greenbelt building, but is actively planning to build in it.” 

Council leader Spencer Flower was unavailable for comment, but chief executive David McIntosh confirmed East Dorset and Christchurch residents will have a say on a 15-year “core strategy” in October, adding: “We recognise there are significant social and economic pressures for new housing in the district. However, this must be balanced against the need to safeguard and manage the sensitive environment and a requirement to ensure there are improvements in infrastructure and services.” 

To register your interest in the eight week consultation, email policy.planning@east dorset.gov.uk or call 01202 886201 ext 2422. 
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