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                                                                                         Please Reply to :
                                                                        2 Longfield Drive,

                                                                             West Parley

                                                                              Dorset BH22 8TY

rgheaslip@hotmail.com
EAST DORSET DISTRICT COUNCIL SHOCK PUBLIC WITH

LARGE SCALE GREEN BELT BUILDING PLANS

East Dorset District Council authorised today (29 September) the release of Green Belt building plans for public consultation. The unusual step of gagging the public was taken under the pretext that the meeting – which was on a subject of vital public interest – was somehow an “Extraordinary” one. No reason has been given for this, save that their constitution allows it and they decided to do it.

The plans will be a shock to the general public. They know the Council’s declared policy is one of robust and unanimous opposition to building in the Green Belt –they know that the new Government has scrapped Labour’s unloved Regional Spatial Strategy which started all this – they thought that with a Conservative Council they must now be safe.

But far from it. The Regional Spatial Strategy mandated 2400 houses to be built in the East Dorset Green Belt . What do we find now?  That the Council, free now to plan what they want, are issuing preferred options for 2170 houses – almost the same number as before.

E.D.D.C. plan a public consultation on all this from early October to 24 December. We gather that unlike previous consultations the public will not be sent leaflets or forms nor be able to respond directly on line. To do either they will have to make a special registration with the Council.

Richard Heaslip, Chairman West Parley Residents Association said “These plans were made in secret, issued in silence, and are now subject to a less than straightforward consultation.  It appears that the Council are gung ho to drive them through. The May 2011 local elections are just around the corner, when the public will give their verdict on all this.”

Public Protest Meetings are being held by the Community Groups at 7.30pm Friday 15th October at the Allendale Centre, Wimborne and at 7pm St Marks Church Hall, West Parley.

          For further information call:

Richard Heaslip       Keep West Parley Green       01202 594982

Sheila Bourton        Keep Wimborne Green         01202 639300

Brian Lane              Keep Corfe Mullen Green      01202 656720      
Terry Stewart         President, Dorset C.P.R.E.    01202 701637
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          The Campaign to Protect Rural England exists to promote the beauty, tranquillity and diversity of rural England by

 encouraging the sustainable use of land and other natural resources in town and country
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