                                          West Parley site FWP 4 
          (100 houses, shops and neighbourhood centre on New Road Field)

       West Parley Residents Association – Consultation response to E.D.D.C.
The Broadway Malyan Masterplan report on which the Core Strategy is based contains a very shallow analysis of West Parley. It sees W.P. as being “two parts”, and as being “essentially a suburb of Ferndown”  This hasty misreading of W.P. lies at the heart of all the subsequent treatment  of the specific sites.
W.P. is physically and constitutionally a distinct entity, not part of Ferndown. If one has no time and just drives down from Ferndown on the A347, then one passes from Ferndown to W.P. with no obvious change. If one walks around the outside of W.P., it becomes clear that it is a semi rural community, surrounded to the South, East, and West by fields –farming, stables, horse paddocks, heathland, the river Stour. Only to the North is it joined to Ferndown.
W.P.is constitutionally separate from Ferndown – being a Parish with its own borders, parish council, school, village hall, churches, pubs, recreation ground – all the constituents of a village.
W.P. has a distinct and much older history. Ferndown is a very recent dormitory town from Bournemouth. W.P.is far older than either, going back from the Domesday Book to a Saxon Church and an Iron Age hill fort. This contributes to a distinct and powerful sense of identity in W.P., confirmed only very recently in the Oct 2010 Parish Plan Survey, where no less than 87% of respondents said that W.P.’s  particular character and identity was very important to them.

In the 2008 Issues and Options consultation based on the R.S.S. plans, Ferndown and W.P. were treated separately. Taking them together now makes the houses proposed for W.P. seem quite a small number compared with the 8000+ houses in Ferndown/W.P. Taking W.P. by itself would have emphasised what a large and unsustainable addition the proposed  310 houses of FWP3/FWP4 are on top of W.P.’s existing 1600. 
Taking them together also blurs the democratic validity of the responses from the public. Ferndown only has 130 houses planned, on its extreme SE corner. Most of the public in Ferndown are quite unconscious of these plans. Thus the overall number of objections from Ferndown/W.P. combined may seem quite small, whereas the number of objections from W.P. alone would seem overwhelming.

The greatest danger to W.P. from the proposed plans is the loss of its identity – from a sudden and unsustainable large addition to its housing stock, and from the separation from Bournemouth becoming only a small strip of land around the river Stour. The prime purpose of the green belt was exactly to prevent this type of urban sprawl, and it originally envisaged far greater separations than would be left. BM page 51 underlines this point, identifying this gap as a “Key Edge”

The following points are made with specific reference to the proposals for Option FWP4:

Neither the proposed 3000 sq metre food store nor the proposed formal park have been discussed in any way at all with the local community. They have emerged out of the blue.

This is an example of very recent top down planning that is specifically contrary to Government policy, and will be eminently challengeable once the Localism Bill becomes law.

Although FWP4 seems to be just outside the published noise contours of the airport, the law and regulations are still developing, and it is believed that the chosen area may lie inside the noise zone that the world health organisation deems harmful to young children.

This issue merits further study.

If FWP4 goes ahead, then when the economy improves and house building picks up it is regarded as a certainty that housing will expand to the areas and levels in FWP5. This will raise definite noise contour concerns as well as coalescence issues along the “key edge” between West Parley and Bournemouth. It will also constitute an unsustainable and insensitive overload to West Parley’s present 1600 houses and to the character and identity of the present community.
The traffic impact on the already overloaded Parley Cross Junction will be large and unsustainable. It is agreed that FWP4 development could not begin before this infrastructure problem is solved. Since no tested and costed plans for this  are in existence, or have been discussed with the local community, FWP4 is not considered a responsible option to put before the public now.

          Finally, the West Parley Parish Plan (now in course of preparation under the auspices of the     
          Parish Council) has completed and analysed the returns from its all house survey, compiled 

          with the assistance of E.D.D.C.  Just under 1000 responses were received, giving it a very 

          high degree of statistical significance. 80% of respondents, asked to choose between 

          differing housing numbers from 0 to 500+ as being appropriate for West Parley, chose up 

          to 100 houses as being the right level for the village. This is significant now, and will be 

          even more so when the Localism Bill becomes law. 

